
9:30 Registration and Coffee 

10:00 Opening and Welcome 
 Lorraine deMeurisse, President 
 DHC Board of Directors 

10:05 Remembering Christopher W. White 
 DHC Board and Membership 
 Del Failing, People’s Place  

10:30 Who Can Afford to Live in Delaware? (2010) 
 Principal Findings, Gina Miserendino 
 Recommendations, Ken Smith 

11:00 Teach-In on Affordable Housing:  
 PRECARIOUSLY HOUSED IN DELAWARE 

12:15 Lunch 
 Announcements  
 Legislative Visit Information  

May 11, 2010 

DELAWARE HOUSING COALITION 

Agenda 

DAY FOR HOUSING 2010 

In remembrance: Christopher W. White 

Public Release of the 2010 edition of  
Who Can Afford to Live in Delaware? 

Affordable Housing Teach-In 

Pot Luck Lunch 

Legislative Visits 

Christ Episcopal Church | Dover, Delaware 

10 am—2 pm 

DHC | www.housingforall.org 

The Budget Process 

In September, the Budget Office requests that 

each department in state government submit 

budget requests for the next year. These re‐

quests are presented to the State Budget Office 

at public hearings held in October and Novem‐

ber.  Members of the public are welcome and 

can sign up to speak when they arrive at the 

meeting. Information on the date and location 

of these hearings is available through the Gover‐

nor’s office and also typically through the rele‐

vant departments.  

Between November and January, the State 

Budget Office develops the Governor's budget 

bill. The Governor presents his or her budget to 

the General Assembly in an address usually deliv‐

ered on the last legislative day in January. The 

leadership of his or her party's caucuses usually 

introduces the formal bill that same day.  

The General Assembly goes into a break for six 

weeks during February and March while the 

Joint Finance Committee holds hearings for all 

departments. Members of the public are also 

welcome at these hearings and can sign up to 

speak. Information about the schedule for hear‐

ings is available on the General Assembly’s web‐

site (http://www.legis.state.de.us) and through 

the Controller General’s Office.  

The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) usually 

meets toward the end of May to begin marking‐

up the budget. The JFC typically meets behind 

closed doors in "orientation" and makes its ma‐

jor decisions. When they open to the public, 

they begin voting on the budget line by line, 

item by item. The JFC takes no public testimony 

during mark‐up.  

After the budget is marked‐up, the JFC drafts 

the epilogue to the budget. The epilogue con‐

tains a written explanation of how individual 

lines in the budget are to be spent. The epilogue 

is also used with some frequency to alter the 

Delaware Code. The budget bill is typically intro‐

duced and voted on during the last week in 

June, just before the General Assembly ad‐

journs.  



Delaware Housing Coalition Housing and Community Affairs 
Delaware House of Representatives 

Members Office Phone 

Rep. E. Bradford Bennett ** 744-4253 

Rep. Gerald Brady * 744-4351  

Rep. Gerald Hocker 744-4381  

Rep. Deborah Hudson 744-4249  

Rep. Gregory Lavelle 577-8475  

Rep. Hazel D. Plant 577-8476 

Rep. Michael Ramone  744-4172 

Rep. Bryon Short  744-4253  

Rep. John Viola 577-8474  

Community/County Affairs 
Delaware State Senate 

Members Office Phone 

Sen. Colin R.J. Bonini 744-4169  

Sen. Bethany Hall-Long * 744-4286 

Sen. Margaret Rose Henry 744-4191  

Sen. Karen Peterson 744-4163  

Sen. Robert L. Venables 744-4298  

Joint Finance Committee 

Members Office Phone 

Rep. V. George Carey 744-4119 

Sen. Nancy W. Cook  744-4237  

Rep. Helene M. Keeley * 744-4351 

Rep. William A. Oberle  744-4173 

Rep. Teresa Schooley 744-4351 

Sen. F. Gary Simpson 744-4134 

Sen. David P. Sokola 744-4139 

Sen. Liane M. Sorenson 744-4136 

Sen. Robert L. Venables, Sr. ** 744-4298  

Rep. John J. Viola 577-8474  

Sen. Harris B. McDowell, III 744-4147  

Rep. Michael P. Mulrooney 744-4351  

Joint Committee on Capital Improvement 
(BOND COMMITTEE) 

Members Office Phone 

Sen. Catherine L. Cloutier 744-4197 

Sen. Dorinda A. Connor 744-4164 

Sen. Nancy W. Cook * 744-4237  

Sen. Bruce C. Ennis 744-4351 

Rep. Melanie L. George 744-4126 

Rep. James Johnson 744-4351 

Rep. Gregory F. Lavelle 577-8475  

Sen. David B. McBride 744-4167 

Sen. Harris B. McDowell, III 744-4147  

Rep. Joseph E. Miro 744-4171 

Rep. John L. Mitchell 744-4351 

Sen. F. Gary Simpson 744-4134 

Rep. Pamela Thornburg 744-4175 

Rep. Dennis P. Williams ** 744-4351  

Agriculture Committee 
Delaware State Senate 

Members Office Phone 

Sen. George Bunting * 744-4144 

Sen. Nancy Cook 744-4237  

Sen. Bruce Ennis 744-4351 

Sen. Gary Simpson 744-4134  

Sen. Robert Venables 744-4298  

Subcommittee on Manufactured Housing 
Delaware House of Representatives 

Members Office Phone 

Rep. John C. Atkins 744-4351 

Rep. William J. Carson 744-4113 

Rep. John Kowalko 577-8342 

Rep. Gregory Lavelle 577-8475  

Rep. Valerie Longhurst * 744-4351  

All members of the General Assembly can  
receive mail at: 

P.O. Box 1401, Dover, DE 19903 * = Committee Chair  ** = Committee Co-Chair 


